
Mr. Wall 

8th Grade Social Studies 

To:  8th Grade Students and Guardians 

Email: bwall@alexander.k12.nc.us 

Teacher Site: https://www.alexander.k12.nc.us/Domain/1466 

Remind App Info: Text my class code @fb9g9e to 81010  

Throughout the course of this year we will be immersed in the history of both North Carolina 

and the United States from the Age of Exploration, the Colonial Era, the Age of Imperialism, to the 20th 
Century.  Per new North Carolina standards, we will focus on: geographic relationships, alternative 

historic perspectives, economics and development, government and active citizenship, global 

connections, technological influences and society, individual identity and development, and cultures and 

diversity. Furthermore, subsequent historical events: the Old South, the Civil War, Reconstruction, the 

New South, World War I, World War II, the Civil Rights movement, and other major conflicts of the 

modern era will be taught. Overall, we will build on geographic understandings as North Carolina’s 

development is placed in a historical perspective, concentrating on the Revolutionary Period through 

modern times, and examining the role of people, events, and issues in North Carolina history. 

Expectations 

It is understood that following directions is crucial to meeting the standards of the class, and the school. 

Therefore, since every student has a right to quality education, no disruptive behavior will be permitted. 

Students are responsible for the consequences of their actions. Please refer to the Student Handbook. 

 

Attendance 

Students can not learn if they are not in class.  Therefore, it is imperative that students, which are absent 

from class, arrange to receive any missing materials or make-up missed assignments. I will make this 

easy through both Remind, my teacher site on the East Alexander School web page and working 

personally with your student.  

 

Supplies 

To be prepared for class, certain materials are needed every day. The majority of student work will be 

done in a 2-3 subject, spiral notebook that needs to be used specifically for Social Studies.  

 

Homework and Assessments 

Homework, when it is assigned, will be graded. Quizzes will be held on designated Fridays. Unit tests will 

be at the end of each covered unit. Students will be notified in advance of all quizzes and tests for them 

to have in-class review, and out-of-class preparation. Several projects will be assigned, and additional 

information will be provided at a later date. 

 

Parent Conferences and Parent Contact 

During any conference days, I will be glad to conference with every parent.  I will make every effort to 

discuss your child’s performance and behavior, positive and negative, in my classroom with you 

routinely.  

https://www.alexander.k12.nc.us/Domain/1466


 

Grading Policy 

The grading scale is: 

A = 90 – 100                     Classwork = 30%  

B = 80 – 89 Tests / Quizzes = 25% 

C = 70-79 Papers, Projects = 20% 

D = 60 – 69 Participation = 15%  

F = Below 60                     Homework = 10% 

  
Preliminary Course of Study 

Section 1: Transformations of North America: Native American culture and civilization prior to European contact. Colliding worlds and the 

Columbian Exchange. Precolonial North Carolina, and the cultural, political, economic, and geographic aspects of life prior to the Revolutionary 

Period. European empires and exploration: Spain, England, France. 

Section 2: The British Atlantic World and Colonial North Carolina: European exploration, colonization, and the creation of the Carolina Colony. 

Patterns and varieties of colonies. Revolutions - in print, consumption, and politics- that transformed the 18th century. 

Section 3: The Constitutional Period: The impact of documents such as the Mecklenburg Resolves, the Halifax Resolves, the Declaration of 

Independence, the State Constitution of 1776, the Articles of Confederation, the U.S. Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the formation of 

Federal structure for the state and national governments. 

Section 4: The Revolutionary War: The problem of Empire, the French and Indian War, 1754-1763, and the rise of colonial protest against 

British imperial reforms. Causes and effects, agency, the impact of major events of the American Revolution, and the role of North Carolina.  

Section 5: North Carolina during the early 1800s: The growth of a nation, expansion West, Manifest Destiny, Sectional division, the War of 

1812, the development of the institution of slavery, national policy of Removal and Resettlement of Native Americans, the North Carolina Gold 

Rush, the State Constitution of 1835, and other national events including the Louisiana Purchase, the Lewis and Clark Expedition, the War with 

Mexico, and technological advances of the early 19th Century.  Cultural transformations and conflicts generated by America’s empire building in 

the West. 

Section 6: The Civil War and the Reconstruction Period: Growing sectional divisions, great compromises, the failure of compromise. Causes and 

effects, Secession, the impact of major events, the role of North Carolina, the course of the Civil War, and Reconstruction. 

Section 7: North Carolina 1870-1930: The industrial economy, and economic development of the state, the impact of migration to the state. 

Social movements and their influence on the political system and life in North Carolina, and immigration, and a diverse, urbanizing society in the 

United States. The course and impact of World War I. 

Section 8: The New South: the Great Depression, the New Deal, and the study of World War II. 

Section 9: North Carolina and the Postwar Period: Social and economic changes following World War II, the political developments in the 

nation and the state; including the Civil Rights Movement (1941-1973).. 

Section 10: North Carolina 1980-Present Day: the changing demographics and their significance to the state, the impact of state and national 

issues on the political and economic climate of North Carolina, and the contemporary political, economic, and social issues at the state and local 

levels. Globalization, and confronting global and national dilemmas, 1989-Present. Modern issues, 2000-Present. 

I hope that you will take advantage of this academic opportunity, Mr. B. Wall, 8th Grade Social Studies  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Please sign and return this.  It will be graded and returned to you for your record. 

Student Name (Print)    ____________________  Student Signature ______________________________ 

Guardian Name (Print)   ________________________________ 

Guardian Signature      _________________________________ 


